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Phenomenal Image 
Student Handout 

The Art of Hiding 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This small tropical moth, Macrocilix maia, is found in India, China, Malaysia, and other parts of Asia. M. maia’s 
claim to fame is that it is excellent at pretending to be something it is not. The patterns on this moth’s wings 
look like two flies feeding on bird droppings, which have dashes of white to make them look wet and fresh. This 
unappetizing appearance, combined with the moth’s unpleasant smell, keeps away predators that see only 
smelly bird droppings and hungry flies rather than a tasty moth.  

M. maia’s features are an example of mimicry. Mimicry is when an organism (called a mimic) resembles
something else (called a model), usually in a way that benefits the mimic. The model can be a nonliving object,
an unrelated species, or even an entire scene in the case of M. maia. Examples of mimicry have provided
evidence for the theory of evolution by natural selection. What do you think are the evolutionary benefits of
pretending to be something you’re not?
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